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BETTS P RED ICTEDT
DALY'S TRANSFER

+

Poolroom Man Knew Captain
Was to Leave West FortySeventhStreet Station.

HOUSES MAY BE CLOSED1
I Belief Prevails 'That Gamblers Are

Unable to Get the Protection
Promised to Them.

HUNDREDS OF "PLAGES" OPEN

Strong Organization Endeavoring to Controlthe "Privileges," as It Did
When Devery Was Chief.

Frcm thex Bowery to the upper Tenderloininformation was passed along about
a month ago that the city would again be
"wide open" and that all forms of gamblingwould be licensed. As the result of
that information .hundreds of poolrooms
were opened and af't least three score gamblingRouses.
While this information can be 'traced to

a source close to Police Headquarters, it is
the .belief of those who are best situated
to know that .the promised protection cannotbe given and that the houses will soon
have to close their doors.
From Twenty-third street to Forty-sev_i enth street there is not a street that does

not contain on either side of Broadwaygambling:resorts of various natures. Protectionmoney has been paid. Such investigationas it -was 'possible to make yesterdaydeveloped the fact that there is a
strong organization which is endeavoring
to control the city, as it did in the days
when William S. Devery was Chief of
Police, -but it was also developed that a
movement is ready which will bring retributionupon those paying as well as those
accepting bribes.
On one of the Broadway corners, a few

blocks above Fonty-second street, is a
building which has been empty for several
weeks and which has been sought by a
gambling syndicate, at (the head of which
is Lou Betts, who has returned to business \
and who has (been running three large
combination poolroom and gambling
houses. To the man who holds the lease
of the corner referred to Betts made an
offer that from a financial viewpoint was

tempting in the extreme. He said he would ,
'take the upper and lower floors and that

"

hft PYDPOfP-rl +r» P.Cito HI? cV» fVia vnAct +

gambling house that New York has ever ^known.k Dalr Was Transferred.
To this proposal the answer was made:.

. "I don't think 1 care to lease the property
for such a purpose, buit, in any event, itft would be impossible for you to -conduct
the business there which you say you have

^in mind. Captain Daly will not stand for .,R tiny such thing- ;ts that, unless I am very .ft much mistaken."
aft "Never mind about Daly," was the re- .

ply made by Betts. "I know exactly what tI can do. Daly is to be transferred. He j
could have remained here had he been liberal,but, as (he has refused, he will be £transferred within three days." 3
Betts was right. Captain Daly was ®

transferred and his going was celebrated 1
all through the precinct on Saturday afternoonand night. Poolrooms were run- 1
ning that had i;ot been open before in six s

'months. Gambling houses did a flouris^i- 1
ing business without let or hindrance, but 5
wnile this was going on 'Betts was com- r
pelled by some unknown force to close his t
gambling house and poolroom in Seventh ?

avenue, just below Forty-second street, a
He did business there all Saturday after- t
nodn and in the evening until ten o'clock, I
at which hour the lights were turned down I
and the doors were closed. c

Inspector Walsh's View. 1'
After the talk with Betts the owner of 1I the Broadway corner in which it was de- f

sired to establish a gambling house called h
upon Inspector Walsh and asked him e
ubout the situation. The inspector was pfrank in his conversation and made no t
secret of the fact that he knew of the acP|tivity in gambling circles. yr "I tell you," said Inspector Walsh, T<
"these men are making the greates^ mis- f
take of their lives. I understand some one e
has told them to open,* guaranteeing pro- hP teetion. Unofficially I know that several Ift houses have been opened, but I can as- v

u that Commissioner Bingham is gnot sanctioning anything of the kind, andP it is my belief he is only giving them rope dP with which to hang themselves. If any bI one tells you I have consented to gambling nft in my district you may know it is a lie.I am gathering evidence and will move as s
soon as possible." t

It was after Inspector Walsh's talk that sK Daly was transferred and that inftcident still remains unexplained. n
t Below Fourteenth street the cheapest n

kind of gambling houses and poolrooms nI - have been opened literally by the score.
r * But it is above Twenty-third street thatf the houses in which considerable sums of n

money are handled are located. Both ofthe establishments n Thirty-third street tknown as the Farrell houses were runningDra-oti.^allv widP nnpn tin «vwl I
k play was of the highest kind. In years dL past it has been the rule never to 'open nthe gambling houses in this city on Sunday, stout in several of the rooms games were trunning yesterday, and in one of them c
| a brother of one of the best known German v& comedians last Sunday won 411,000 across v
W a roulette table. r

Story of a "Raid."
ft As an example of the close connection t

which is maintained between the gamblers I
and a certain element of the police, at- a
tention is called to an alleged raid that ^

ft was made a week ago yesterday morning, t

ft The resort entered by the police is next P
ft door to a large hotel. There a poolroom

had been in full operation for six weeks, I
and the place was run so wide open that a
no precaution was taken to guard against s

ft the police. On the outer door in large let- c
tars was a sign reading:."Walk in." I
This place was frequented by hundreds a

every afternoon and eyening. and had the s

police desired they might have closed it c
at any time. What was done was to wait s

^B until the house was ready to close on Sundaymorning, when two detectives en- v
tered. 'limbed the stairs to the top floor C

^B and there took possession of a roulette t
wheel which had been placed ready and

^B waiting for them.
This wheel was described as of great

valhe; in fact it was of the eheanest
^ft maie, was worn out and at the highest I
^B valuation was not worth $25. In the house
ft was other furniture much more valuable,
ft which was not touched. Monday afterft-noon the poolroom did business as usual, t^ft no one who applied <pr admission being
ft denied. !

ft Within a stone's throw of the hehalo 3
office are four poolrooms, each of which rft has it- scouts in Broadway in search of

ft patrons. These poolrixims accept wagers f

ft fr :u a, dollar upward, and even the boys P
of the streets are not barred from them, h

^ft Those best posted assert that the condift^ft -ctlon being paid but the money a
does not reaclt far up, and a severe blow k
jmay be struck at any moment. I d
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3IRTH SEGRETHELDll
BY BIDDEN POWER

*

Woman's Efforts to Learn of Parents l

Balked for Twenty Years and
Her Life Menaced.

CIDNAPPED WHEN A CHILD S
.

)ne Report Makes Her Daughter ofL

Spanish-American Dancer and Titled

Englishman in Havana.

Believing there is a mystery in her life
rhlch one woman can solve and continu- p
ng a search which she has been prosecut- tfi

ng for twenty years to learn something t:
.bout her parents, Mrs. Jessie Coumbe, of E
Jo. 281 Clifton place, Brooklyn, inserted a

he following advertisement in the HER-.fi
lLd yesterday:. ifo.
CUBAN' WOMAN, who ten years ago asked col-
red lady In Baltimore to help find child of fine.
anally she helped kidnap and bring to America jj<
7 rears ago. will find lady she helped wrong as,

child by addressing BOXJTA FEltiNANDBZ..e
are Descartes. 281 Clifton place. .Brooklyn, NewiT
fork.
Starting with her first recollection of a j
uxurious home, a beautiful woman who, fi
he beleived, was her mother, and a man f

a uniform who visited them occasionally,'^
drs. Coumbe yesterday told of being car-ig
ied away on the back of a negro, of being
irought to this country by a mulatto 'a
roman known as Harriet Gibson, and,
fter this woman's death, being taken into
he family of Mrs. Susan Falanda, in
fernandina, Fla. Mrs. Falanda lost her;,t(
iroperty, and the girl, then eight years j]
dd, was placed in a convent, which she f(
eft five years afterward to work in a to-1 f]
>acco factory. A policeman who was

riendly with the Falanda family told \xti
ler he was under oath not to reveal her b<
arly life, but he said a Dr. Potter had
iaid Mrs. 'Falanda ifor her support every tl
hree months. |a
After .her marriage in Jacksonville fifteen rr

ears ago, Mrs. Coumbe said, she tried to It]
earn more about herself and was con-11]
ronted by powerful Influence that balked a

very effort and tried three times to poison Jir
er. Five years ago Mr. Stelnhardt, in|cl
Toaro n o Cm>vct fnl H h Ar* hp fhAlipVP/1 shp xx

ras a daughter of Bonita 'Fernandez, a {tl
panish-American dancer who was mur-jtt
ered in Havana more than thirty years; IV
efore, and who had a little daughter who |a
mysteriously disappeared. He said a

porting man, who could "be reached ii
hrough the late "Al" Smith, of the Gil- b
ey House, icould tell her something. A a

man who represented himself as the attor- o

ey for Mr. Smith called on her, but she ^
ever heard anything more. Mr. Stein- s,

lardt, she .believes, was reached by the a

mysterious influence. t

Her next clew was from a Mrs. Moron,who answered a personal in the! [
Ierald. She said Mrs. Coumbe was a!
laughter of a Lord Wooten and a French
naid, but afterward contradicted this
tory and advised Mrs. Coumbe to write to
he Hon. Richard Wooten, of Trinidad,
lol., about his cousin, 'Lord Wooten. Thef 1
ridow of Richard Wooten replied that he!
sras dead and ended the search in that di-
ection.
Through another advertisement in the
Ierald Mrs. Couin.be learned that Bonita
Fernandez had been associated with an
ttachg of the English Consulate, Shirley
Vooten 'by name, and that a little daugherof the woman had mysteriously dlsap- n
eared. pIn reply to an advertisement in the
Ierald in January, Mrs. Coumbe received
letter from a Mrs. Burton, who said, ei

he was a missionary worker in the Afri- a
an Methodist Episcopal Church. Mrs.
lurton said that in Baltimore ten years
go a Cuban woman had confessed thatjwhe had assisted in the abduction of a's;
hlld many years before. Mrs. Burton
aid she would try to find the woman,
She wrote three more letters, and last n

iteek called on Mrs. Coumbe, but Mrs.
loumbe believes she, too, has come under a
he mvsterious influence.

ci

NO HOPE FOR MR. PATTISON. \e
1 t«

'assed Comfortable Night, but Physi- n

cians' Public Reports Are G-loomy.
Columbus, Ohio, Sunday..Governor Pat- L'

ison had a comfortable night, according
o the bulletin issued by the attending phy-
icians this afternoon,and "favorableprogessstill continues." The members of the g(
amlly feel much encouraged, but to the tl
nibiic the physicians do not hold out any tl
iope of recovery. tl
One story printed to-day that the Gov- p
rnor is suffering from cancer is neither d
fflrmed nor denied by the physicians. The a
idney trouble from which he suffered i6;c:
iow said to be only a complication.
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Sine FROM FIRE

Daughter and Servants of William H. T

Page Taken Down Fire Escape
by Albert Turner.

25,000 IN PAINTINGS BURNED C

ittle Girl's Safety the First Thought of \v
All the Persons in House When

Flames Started.

In a fire which destroyed $25,000 worth of
aintings and r.irgs in the house of William
[. Page, Jr., a? lawyer, No. 47 West Seven.'^fourthstreet, early last evening
lanche, Mr. Page's six-year-old daughter, 1

Ulle r, tn

"om the 'fire escape on the third floor by ^e'i.ng passed to the fire escape on the
ame floor of John I. Bristol's house, ad- Afining, through the resourcefulness and gf.
nergy of Mr. Bristol's son-in-law, Albert ^'urner.

AStarting from some unknown cause on nj
te second floor of Mr. Page's house, the tr
re gained rapid .headway between the

c£artitions. Large volumes of smoke
woured up to the third floor, where little |rjllanche was with her nurse, Mrs. Scales,

lary Pay, a servant, saw the fire andi
fter screaming an a'-a-m rushed to tneL
aird floor to help rescue Blanche. When:^
te four other servants on the lower floors
eard the alarm their thoughts also turned T) the child, and all. rushed upstairs
trough the smoke to the nursery. Theyi^,tund that Mrs. Scales had taken refuge
rom the smoke on the fire escape, and!
tither they also were obliged to go be- jsa
a.use of the rapid spread of the flames ^eiow. |.While the women with the child were on
te Are escape and before the firemen 1)1
rrived Mr. Turner, who heard the comlotionin the Page house, hastened to the
tird floor of the Bristol house. He saw
te fire escapes of both houses were on

^level and but a few feet gTpa.rt. Braelghimself on the outside of the escape
lose to the Page house, he instructed the
-omen to pass the child to him. The lit-
e one was quickly haqded over and u'

iken into the Bristol apartments. Then ^ f

[r. Turner gudded the women one by one
11 ^
CL6cross the intervening space.

As the fire engines came up to the burnighouse Mr. and Mrs. Page, who had
een making a call, returned to their home
nd were promptly notified of the safety 1S

f their child and servants. It required aj;vo hours' hard work on the part of thej?1'remen to finally subdue the flames. The
scond and third floors were wrecked, with y?11 the pictures, rugs, carpets and furni- ,

1
ure they contained.

bo

JGHTNING KILLS
PASTOR IN PULPIT

M

"he Rev. J. B. Lent'z Struck While.'
Encouraging Timid Ones in

i
Congregation. he:

[special despatch to the herald,] lejcarsox, Iowa, Sunday-..a bolt of lightingto-day caused the death of the Rev. J. ja,l. Lentz, pastor of a Latter Day Saints .

hurch, stunned and burned many of the|>^'(ongregatlon and caused a panic in the jiaudience. Jje'tThe structure took fire while hundreds 'Mi
rere trying to leave the building and was
ived only by the efforts of cooler heads,
'ho remained behind and quenched the ba
aines. js^While the Rev. Mr. Lentz was preaching re,
severe thunderstorm raged without the wt
hurch. Darkness settled over the con- A
regation and the minister was just ut-!"g,ring a word of encouragement to the of
tore timid ones when the bolt tore through er'
rte roof, struck a chandelier directly over!ac
ie head of the pastor, snapped, while
parks played about the metal, and then c

truck the minister, who fell to the floor
nconscious, '

Scores of members in the forward ,eats sustained severe shocks, while *
lose at the rear made a rush for'po
ie doors. After nearly all others except th
-ie fire fighters had made their exit the in
astor was carried out, still insensible. He gii
id not regain his senses and died within inj
n hour. He leaves a widow and two M
hildren. j na
Damage done by the fir<^ w^s trifling, vi<
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F HYSTERIA'7

UTILE SHIPS
SftIL FOB CHINA

he Ohio Only a Few Hours Behind
the Wisconsin, Under Speed

Orders.

>UR BIG FLEET AT SHANGHAIj
,.*. I

'hile the Government Affects to Feel No.

Alarm, Diplomatic Circles Are Not
Without Concern.

Herald Bureau, 1
No. 734 Fifteenth Street, N. W., f

Washington, D. C. Sunday. J
Cable advices received from Manila at
ie Navy Department to-day announce
ie departure from Cavity, P. I., for
langhai, China, of the battle ship Ohio.
rhen it arrives at Shanghai there will be
ght American war slhips under the
merican flag at that port. Despite the
atement of the Navy Department that
its movement is simply a part of the
siatic fleet's i-outine and despite the dealsfrom other official quarters that any
ouble is expected at Shanghai, this con-

sntration of force seems significant. It
as at Shanghai that serious anti-foreign
ots recently occurred.
The Wisconsin and the gunboat Concord!
liled from Cavitfe yesterday for Shang-
il and despatches from Manila this
orning said that the ship went in aj
irry, upon orders from Rear Admiral
rain, commande; in chief of the Asiatic
set. The Ohio, which departed iromi
avlt6 to-day, is Rear Admiral Train's]
igship. At the Navy Department it is'
.id that no orders for the movement!
ere sent from here to Rear Admiral
rain, but that he probably has disposed
s forces in accordance with the usual
aetice of going north with the coming of

iring.
Already at Shanghai are the cruisers
aleigh and Cincinnati and the gunboats
Cano, Villalo'bos and Quiros. These gun-!

>ats do police duty on the Yang-tse!
iver.
The American naval force in the Far,
ast will soon be augmented by the addi-!
an of the cruisers Chattanooga and Gal-!
'Ston, of Rear Admiral Sigsbee's fleet,'
>w in the Mediterranean. They will toej
,-tached from his fleet and proceed to the;
ar East via Suez.
Information here about the situation ini
aina is conflicting. Although the admin-
tratlon saw dire shadows a month or two
ro, it takes a more cheerful view of the'
tuation now. On the other hand, there
a pronounced indication of foreboding in:
e Diplomatic Corps. 'Whenever China is
scussed. English and German interests
China seem especially to fear that the

rvcott established against American prod
tswill extend to their own.

BESSIE BRADLEY IS FOUND.
issing Girl Writes to Brother That

She Is 111 in a Hospital
in Liverpool.

[SPECIAL DESPATCH TO THE HEnALD.]
Tarrytowx, N. Y., Sunday..Henry Bradf,of Dobbs Ferry, received a letter last

ght saying his sister. Miss Bessie Bradr,who disappeared on December 26, when
her way to take a steamship for Eng-;

nd, is ill of a fever in Liverpool. She
is traced to the Grand Central Station in
5W York, where detectives learned she
d claimed her trunk and suit case. The
ter received by Mr. Bradley is dated
arch 15, and reads:.
'Dear Brother:.I know you have been
.xious to hear from me. I have been ill
a hospital here with a fever. I will be
ck home to you soon. Lovingly, your

iter,BESSIE."
Inown as Mrs. Duncan, a young woman
sembling Miss Bradley lived until a few
>eks ago in Rosedale, near Mamaroneek.
young man who. she told neighbors, was
r husband, visited her frequently. She
3embled Miss Bradley even to the filling
the teeth, but her landlord, L. S. Moshsaidshe spoke with a decided German
cent, while Miss Bradley was English.

Body Found in a Trunk.
Stockton, Cal., Sunday..A baggageman
the Southern Pacific station discovered

st night the body of si man about thirty-
rht years old Jammed into a trunk. The
lice assert that the man was placed in
e trunk while yet alive. Clothing found <

the trunk indicates he was either an ^nleeror a miner. A small book contain-
^ an account between J. C. Leslie and
Farre was found in a pocket. TheL

mes Mitar Myovich and Michell Mvo-
:h were found in the back of the book
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ROBBERSATTEMPT
GDULG RESIDENCE

Fifth Avenue Home of Wealthy Finan
cier Said To Have Been Visited

by Burglars.

GIRL FOILS A BOLD THIEI

tttort to Loot House of Mrs. Edward F
Ladew Fails Because of Servant'sQuick Wit.

George J. Gould's residence, at the north
east corner of East Sixty-seventh stree
and Fifth avenue, was visited by burglar
Friday night or early Saturday morning
according to a report circulated yesterdaj
The report was not verified, but it i
known Mr. Gould's home and those of hi
wealthy neighbors have been the objec
of extraordinary police vigilance for
week, owing to the fact that a man o
suspicious appearance has been seei
strolling through East Sixty-seventl
street and Fifth avenue in that neighbor
hood frequently and closely scanning ever;
residence. From the East Sixty-sevent]
street police station a man has been de
tailed to patrol the neighborhood of th
Gould residence every night.
Tn =.tyUO *1.^ Ui. ^ixo unvyu LUC iSUHplUlUU

looking man seems to have done his in
tended work and that his efforts did no
result on 'Saturday in a heavy loss to Mrs
Edward R. Dadew, whose home, No.
East Sixty-seventh street, adjourns Mr
Gould's, was due to the quick wit of
woman servant left in charge while he
employer is in the South. On Friday
delivery wagon of a firm of furnitur
dealers stopped in front of the Ladev
house and left a brass bedstead there. Th
suspicious looking man was seen in th
neighborhood.
One of the women servants in charg

of the L»adew house, answering the be)
Saturday afternoon, found a young mai
with a small sack like those of carpe
layers in his hand. He said he had com'
from the furniture house to see that th<
bedstead had been properly delivered ant
to polish it. The girl, never suspectim
that he did not tell the truth, was about t<
direct him to the room where the bedsteat
had been put up, when she rememberet
that the dealers had failed to send strap:for the bed spring.
"Did you bring the straps?" she asked

The man, unabashed, opened a notebook
pretended to scan its pages closely, ant
answered, "There is no memorandum her
fctuuui straps.
They were then in a hall near the tele

phone and the girl, who felt that she mus
insist for her employer's sake on the im
mediate delivery of the straps, said sh<
would telephone and asked the visitor ,th<
telephone number of his house.
"You can't get them to-day," replied th<

versatile visitor. "They are putting in f
new switchboard down at the store anc
the telephone is out of business."
Like a flash the girl saw that somethinf

was wrong, but gave no sign. She start
ed up the stairs to lead the visitor to th<
bedstead he wanted to polish, but suddenlystopped.
"Oh! I just remembered," she exclaimed

"There is some one who is ill in that rooir
and you can't polish the bed to-day." This
made the man angry and he demanded ii
she had the authority to send him away."Yes, and I have the authority to see ii
you are lying, too!" answered the girl
tunning over to the telephone. As sh<
asked ICen'tral to give her the number oi
the furniture house the alleged bed polisherran out of the house. When the furnitureArm's clerk answered the telephone
he ,said the man was an impostor and undoubtedlyintended to rob the house. Thf
police say he was an accomplice of th<
suspicious looking man, that the lat'tei
saw the brass bed delivered, and the ploi
to enter and rob the Ladew house was
then ready made for them.

SIX STEEHS COST $20,000.
[special pesratch to the heuapn.]

Kansas Citt, Mo., Sunday..Gregory D
McLean, a 'farmer, testibed in Circuit
Court Saturday that in the last fouj- years
he had spent every cent of his fortune ol
$20,000 trying to recover the value of sis
steei*s worth $150. Now he is seeking permission-to continue the -suit as a pauper
the State to pay the costs. Judge MoCun<
has denied his petition.
Four years ago a neighbor of his shippetl

a carload of cattle to Kansas City, and
six of McLean's steers were by accident
Included in the bunch. McLean followed
the cattle to the stock yards here and recoveredthree head. Then he sued the
neighbor and recovered the value of thr
it her thre<\ $75. Later he brought suit
igainst the 'Chicago, Milwaukee and St.
Paul Railroad for damages and expenses
incurred -in making the recovery. He asks
for $1,500.

I
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EXPENSE 5152.512,
jlARDjmi.Mf
Remarkable Evils Exposed in

System of Condemnation
Proceedings.

NEW METHOD DEMANDED
! t

Merchants' Association Will Send
Committee to Albany to Lay Matter

Before Legislature.

EXTRAVAGANCE IS CHARGED

Proof Will Be Submitted of Commissioners
Receiving Pay from City While

Doing No Work at All.

Value of property condemned. $1,144.57;
expenses of condemnation commissioners,
$152,512.83.
With this and many other striking; illustrations-of the evils of the existing systemof condemning property for public

improvements through commissions which
are virtually law enforcing unto themselves,a delegation from the Merchants'
Association will go to Albany to-morrow

morning to appear before the Judiciary
Committee of the Assembly In advocacy
of bills designed to effect a reform in the
;fee and referee systems.
Hard facts, which are easily subject

of proof from records in the courts will

ibe laid before the committee. Special
stress will De put upon me eiunuuug

pense attendant upon the taking of propertyfor an increase of the city's water

supply in Putnam and Westchester eoun.ties-, but in other directions it will be

shown how excessive have been the rewardsof special commissioners as comparedwith the value of their labors to

the city.
It will be proven to the Judiciary Com,mittee that in several years the expenses

in the Westchester county section exceededthe amount of the awards, as well

. as in Putnam county. In 1899 the awards
in Westchester county were $2,455.63, while
the expenses of the commissioners were

l_: $18,447.75; in 1892, awards $2,648.07, expenses
$39,496.31; in 1895, awards $24,341.45, expenses
$80,030.59.

In the six years from 1893 to 1898, inclusive,the awards in the Putnam county
section were only $1,144.57, against which

-- were paid expenses of $152,512.83.
l'nid Interest Also.

'Moreover, during- all of the time that

these condemnation proceedings were

dragging along the city was under an adaditionalexpense of six per cent interest
charges payable to the former owners of

I the property, while at least in several
cases, if not in very many, these former

_
owners continued to occupy the land and

f to receive whatever benefit accrued from

s physical possession of the property.
One of the striking instances which will

be brought to the attention of the commits
tee as an example of the deliberate mans
ner in which some of these commissioners

^ have wrongfully put the city to excessivs

a expense is that of a small residence propf
erty in Katonah, where sixteen distinct

n! visits of inspection were made by thres

ia commissioners, each drawing $10 for each
visit, involving a total expense for merely

y examining this little house of $480.
i;l "The Merchants' Association," says a reportwhich will be submitted to the Jue

diciary Committee, "has further made
some examination Into the real values oi

s the properties condemned toy these com_missioners. It has found that in these

t cases the awards were grossly in exfeess ol

j. the real values to the extent of several

3 hundred per' cent. These raids upon the

-. public treasury were made under the form

a of law, the condemnation commissioners
r being appointees of courts,
a. City Officials Derelict,

e "The fact remains, however, that various

v city officials have been derelict in having

e made no attempt to prevent this great
e waste of public funds, which might have

been done had these officials taken eogenizance of what they must have known

1 to be -frauds. It is the statutory duty of

a the Corporation Counsel's offioee to protect
t the city in condemnation proceedings. This

e has not been done except in the immediate
e past. The financial records of the Aqueduct
I Commission of necessity take cognizance
j of all the details of these transactions.
1 There is no record of any interference on

the part of the Aqueduct Commission."
S Referring directly to the proceedings tor

condemnation of aqueduct lands in West
Chester and Putnam oounties, the report

j characterizes the proceedings as a "record
? of payments for services far in excess of

the value of the services actually rendered,
j of fees ipaid Commissioners during periods

of several years in which no genuine work
3 whatever was done."

Only #9.22 a #IOO in the City.
Taking the proceedings as a whole, the

record is almost as bad as in the excep1tional cases noted. In the case of land
r acquired Hoy the Aqueduct Commission for
new water works the expense in WestJChester county was $43.60 for each $100 Of
award. In Putnam county the proportion
was $37.65, while in the city and county of

[ New York the expense was the relatively
; moderate sum of $9.22 for $100 of award.
? In the case of land acquired by the Departmentof Water Supply (anid Its prede[cessors) in Westchester and Putnam coun,ties, to prevent pollution, for each $100
paid to property owners $51.06 was paid for
condemnation. Out of a total Of $13,964,346.38
expended between the date when the Aque-duct Commission was created and the end
of 1902, $10,579,942.34 was paid for the prop-'ertyacquired and $3,384,404.04 for acquir:ing it, in the case of outlays by the city

; for land in the Croton Valley for ,purposes
of water supply.

t 'Appeal will be made for abolition of the
; entire referee system, as well as for a
reformation of the system of commissions
which has made possible the many scandalsin connection with street opening proeeedfngsin the Bronx, the "planting" of
houses to foe sold to the city, and other
abuses.
(Edward M. Grout, William IN. Cohen,

Eugene A. Philbin. Martin W. Littleton.
John B. Lcavitt and Henry W. Jessup will

i head the committee.

; DRY DOCK PASSES GIBRALTAR.
Wireless Message from the Collier

Glazier Reports "All Well
i on Board."

Gibraltar, Sunday..Mr. Sprague, the
American Consul here, to-day received a

j|wireless despatch from, the United States
collier Glacier, Commander H. H. Hosley,
informing him that the floGing dry dock
Dewey passed Gibraltar at five, minutes to
eleven o'clock thi3 morning. The despatch!
reported all well on board, but said that
4the weather w as bad. J

MYSTERY DEEPENS
IN 175,000 LOSS
UN CHOUSES

Mrs. William A. Stevens Still
Insists That Her Vault

Was Despoiled.
TAKES ISSUE WITH

STATEMENTS MADE

Gives Out List of Part of the Valuables
She Says She Placed in
Box When She Left.

$25,000 REWARD STILL STANDS

Widow of Banker Would Be Entirely Willing,She Declares, to Pay Sum for
Solution of the Puzzle.

Regretting the notoriety which the offer
of a <25.000 reward had brought to her,
Mrs. William Austin Stephens, ;who found
missing from her vault in the National
Safe Deposit Company $25000 in cash and
jewelry to the value of $50,000 when she
opened It after an absence of almost two
years from the city, said yesterday she
would leave no effort unexpended in clearingup the mystery of the disappearance
of the valuables.
(Seated in the parlor of her apartment In

the Hotel Netherland, Mrs. Stephens suppliedsome of the details of the loss she
has sustained and too<k direct issue with
several of the statements made by Mr.
Pendergast. manager of the National Safe
Deposit Company, of No. 32 Liberty street,
and also some of the assertions of Thomas
C. Ennever, of No. 132 Nassau street, her
former counsel, whose right of access to
the box is now in dispute.
It was only after urging that Mrs.

Stephens consented to talk of the matter
and to give a list of some of the jewels
she had placed in the box w.hen she left
the city for California in May, 1904, when
she was called West to look after extensiveinvestments in gold mining properties
north of San Francisco. I. x>$

Suffers from Accident.
Mrs. Stephens is of middle age. Her attireand address indicate the station in life

she occupied as the wife of William Austin
Stephens, a wealthy banker, associated
with the Cuttings.R. Fulton Cutting and fl|W. Bayard.and since as his widaw hav- "

ing received a large sum through his will. i
The accident which brought her East *

and which indirectly was thee ause of the
present investigation has left its trace, and
she Is still a sufferer from the three broken
ribs which she received in falling and
which had not entirely knitted when sihe ->

undertook the long trip back to this city.
"There is nothing for me to say," said

Mrs. Stephens, "beyond what was printed
in the Herald on Sunday morning, except

' to supply certain details and to correct
misstatements. Thf matter, to my way
of thinking, is clear enough. I left in
TTIV vault llnrvn rr\\r Hpna rtnro tv> +

city $25,000 in the form of a certificate of
deposit on the United States Trust Company;$25,000 worth of New York Central
Railroad bonds, $25,000 in cash and jew
elry to the value of perhaps $50,000. There
were also some valuable, although not
readily negotiable, papers.
"In another and smaller box I left my

will, of which Edward Burns, a cashier of
L the American Exchange National Bank,
' Thomas C. Ennever and Henry Smith were

~

named as executors ,and a deed to a plot
in Woocklawn Cemetery. To this box I
gave Mr. Ennever the right of access and
a key; to the other I reserved this right
and retained both keys which I left in a
dlesk when I sent my furniture to a

storage warehouse after discontinuing
housekeeping in No. 267 Central Park
West.
"I met with an accident about two

mnntha atxr% 4r» PoorHoo-^^n..S.TTT- RBu<n,,e, J.4., Oilu

was carried to San Francisco to receive
medical treatment. At the same time I
needed cash for business purposes and
wired Mr. Ennever to send me $10,000. I
hoped he -might be able to realize this
amount on the certificate of deposit withoutbeing under the necessity of actually
presenting it, since its face value called
for a far larger sum tnan x wanted. This
being impossible, on account of the safeguardsthe banks throw about such matters,it seems, Mr. Ennever, thinking my
need was desperate, determined to realize
upon the New York Central bonds.

Denies His Rights. *

"I did not sign any agreement which
gave him the right of access and I do not
think that the National Company should
have permitted entry to have been made.
As soon as I heard that lie had taken this
means of raising the money 1 wired him
that I did not wish the bonds sold, and,
considering that -there w^is some wrong in
the fact that he had succeeded in getting
hold of them, 1 came on to New York at
jonce.

"I visited the vault and there found the
'rust company certificate and the bonds,
which had been replaced In the meantime,but found nothing of the jewels or the
cash. Some papers, too, were missing,
but these were later found in Mr. Ennever'ssafe. It is not true that the money
was all in $l,0i)0 bills; a part of it was in
currency of that denomination, but muchof it 'Was in bills of larger amounts.

"I at once placed .the matter in the hands
of my counsel, Henry Smith, ami he is at
present in charge of the case. If Mr. En-
never says the money and the Jewels were
not there whn he visited the vault, thn
they must have been tahen before he
opened the box. 1 am told he did not find
them, and the safe dep j I
for the vault to have been entered before t
his visit and these two storoes seem to be
the only sort of satisfaction we have thus
far been able to obtain."

To Enlist Detectives.
Mrs. Stephens intends to put the matter

in the hands of a private detective agencyand it is possible that she may follow the
advice of friends and have a conferencewith Inspector W. \V. McLaughlin, head ofthe Detective Bureau. -j>
lAmong the Jewels which hive disappearedare many heirlooms and other

pieces of great value, including an unusuallylarge pigeon blood ruby, surround!edby heavy diamonds, which had been the
gift of her husband; diamond .ml p*-arl
collar and a necklace of pearls and diaH
of rare size and beauty.
None of the persons concerned in the

matter express a doubt hut that the loss I
was sustained by Mrs. Stephens; both Mr.
Pendetgast and Mr. Ennever are inclined - I
to the belief that she may have placed the

M
placed them In the deposit vaults.


